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Abstract:
Inspired by the work of Dan Trueman and Perry Cook of PLork (Princeton Laptop Orchestra, 2006)
along with subsequent work by Ge Wang (MoPho, 2008), SEALE (Scarborough Electroacoustic
Laptop Ensemble) was set-up in September 2011 as a focal point to student group activity in
improvisation, composition, performance and software design encouraging a spirit of experimentalism
in their own creative practice. The model is intended to encourage students to develop autonomy and
independent learning, whilst at the same time learn vital collaborative skills.
The aim was to create an informal environment for students to apply and develop skills gained in
several modules offered in the Creative Music Technology curriculum within the School of Arts and
New Media, bringing students from across all year groups together in a group activity. The degrees
offered in the Creative Music Technology area of the School of Arts and New Media develop creative
individuals with a range of skills covering music production, composition, sound design, programming,
songwriting, and performance, underpinned with a theoretical understanding. The pathway in
interactive technologies introduces students to the programming environment Max/MSP in the second
year with a focus on sampling, sound synthesis and novel modes of human/computer interaction,
progressing to installation and performance in the third year.
The introduction of a new third-year module in digital instrument design this year will see students
create their own iPhone and Android Apps. It is hoped that SEALE will form a useful forum for
developing this work.
It is planned to organise performances of the ensemble, both locally and nationally, teaming up with
students at the University of York and Huddersfield on joint projects. The first performance of SEALE is
set for the 7th December 2011, following an invitation from HELO (Huddersfield Experimental Laptop
Orchestra).
